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benefits all, not just a few, one that all 
Members of Congress and the American 
people can support. 

f 

UNIVERSAL COVERAGE 
INEVITABLE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr. 
MCDERMOTT) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, we 
in the Congress are in danger of becom-
ing as irrelevant to medicine as the use 
of leaches are to the cure of patients. 

Last night the House took what some 
called a bold step to approve to 
thoughtful, modest bill to advance 
stem cell research to use science to al-
leviate pain and suffering and prolong 
life. 

To its credit the House followed the 
guiding principle written thousands of 
years ago by Hippocrates, the father of 
medicine. ‘‘I will apply dietetic meas-
ures for the benefit of the sick accord-
ing to my ability and judgment; I will 
keep them from harm and injustice.’’ 

That statement was taken directly 
from the Hippocratic Oath that I and 
every other medical doctor swears to 
uphold. That is what we did last night. 
We took a small step on the path of 
hope last night but it will not go very 
far. 

The President, bowing to the reli-
gious fanatics, has already declared he 
will veto the stem cell bill. Vowing al-
legiance to the right wing, the Presi-
dent will use the veto stamp to wash 
his hands of any hope that science can 
commute a sentence of debilitating 
pain and suffering, or even death, im-
posed on countless Americans. 

Other nations are intent on living in 
the 21st century with or without the 
United States. Under this administra-
tion, we are more dependent than ever 
on countries to loan us money to keep 
the lights on under the Republican 
budget assault. Now the administra-
tion intends to make us more depend-
ent than ever before on countries for 
advances in medicine and science. 

We have great research scientists in 
this country, including the University 
of Washington. The President will tell 
them that his administration chooses 
the religious right over the human 
right to live your life without pain and 
suffering. For this, history will judge 
us equal to the political leadership last 
seen in the Dark Ages. Despite this, I 
believe that we are at the dawn of a 
new medical renaissance, and not even 
the extreme right wing in this country 
can stop it. The mass of Americans will 
stop it. 

We have all known someone who is 
suffering from Alzheimer’s disease or 
Lou Gehrig’s disease or diabetes or a 
spinal cord injury, and now we have 
hope that stem cell research can 
unlock the secrets to relieve suffering. 
We could get there faster if we renew 
our relevance as political leaders and 
support groundbreaking scientific and 
medical research, but we will get there. 

Today, 47 million Americans have no 
health insurance. Millions of other 
Americans can barely afford health 
care and still others avoid going to the 
doctor because of copays or having to 
work a second or third job to make 
ends meet. More and more companies 
are forcing their workers to shoulder 
most, if not all, of the financial burden 
of obtaining health care. Health care 
costs in this country are soaring and 
there appears to be no end in sight. 

This is health care in America today. 
But tomorrow it will be different. 

Scientists have cracked the genetic 
code, taking the first steps to pre-
dicting serious illness and disease be-
fore a baby is born. Treatments will 
come before the baby is born. The day 
is coming when we will be able to pre-
dict and treat serious illness and dis-
ease before it strikes. 

Traditional health insurance as we 
know it will end. We will have no alter-
native, but to have universal national 
coverage. 

Today, we talk about prevention and 
we mean going to the doctor before we 
get sick. Tomorrow we will redefine 
prevention as curing what ails you be-
fore it ails you. The heroes and hero-
ines are working in the research lab-
oratories right now. People do not read 
about it in the newspapers or see it on 
television, but they are there and they 
are changing their world for the better. 
It will not come easy and it will not 
come quick, and in some cases, it will 
not come cheap. 

I look ahead to see a world where we 
care enough about one another that we 
will vow as a nation to follow the oath 
I take as a doctor. Do everything in 
your power to alleviate pain and suf-
fering. 

We voted for hope in the House of 
Representatives last night. The Presi-
dent will try and take that away. But 
he cannot stop the spark of genius God 
gave to men and women of faith and 
science. 

The American people may not have 
reason to believe in their national 
leaders, but they do have every reason 
to be proud of the men and women who 
use science, intellect and personal 
faith to save lives and end suffering. 

Universal coverage is coming sooner 
than you think. 
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SMART SECURITY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, it is 
time for Congress to discuss the war in 
Iraq and how to end the terrible suf-
fering that it is causing our troops, 
their families and the Iraqi people. 

First and foremost, I honor, I support 
the brave men and women who are 
serving our country in Iraq, and I be-
lieve that the best way to support 
them is to establish a plan to bring 
them home. In just over 2 years of war, 
more than 1,600 American soldiers and 

an estimated 25,000 Iraqi civilians have 
been killed. The number of American 
wounded, according to the Pentagon, is 
greater than 12,000 and that does not 
count the invisible mental wounds they 
are bringing home, which afflict as 
many as 25,000 more of our soldiers. 

The war in Iraq has also cost our 
country about $200 billion in slightly 
more than 2 years. With this much 
money on the line, do the American 
people not deserve to know what the 
President’s plan is for Iraq? How long 
he expects U.S. troops to remain there? 
How much this war will cost all told 
and how he plans to pay for it? 

I credit the many brave individuals 
in Iraq who risked their lives to give 
back to the Iraqi people by voting in 
their January election, but after the 
election, our continued presence in 
Iraq has caused America to be seen by 
the Iraqi people as an occupying power, 
not as a liberating force. 

Our continued military presence in 
Iraq works against efforts for democ-
racy. It provides a rallying point for 
angry insurgents and ultimately makes 
the United States less safe. That is 
why earlier today I offered an amend-
ment to the Defense Authorization Bill 
for fiscal year 2006. My amendment ex-
pressed the sense of the Congress that 
the President must develop a plan to 
bring our troops home and that he 
must submit this plan to the appro-
priate committee in our Congress. 

We can truly support our troops by 
bringing them home. At the same time, 
withdrawing U.S. troops must not re-
sult in abandoning a country that has 
been devastated. We must assist Iraq, 
not through our military but through 
the international humanitarian efforts. 

This humanitarian approach is re-
flected in the SMART Security legisla-
tion, H. Con. Res. 158, that I have intro-
duced with the support of 49 of my 
House colleagues. 

b 2130 
SMART security is a sensible, multi-

lateral American response to terrorism 
for the 21st century. 

The SMART approach would defend 
America by relying on the very best of 
American values: our commitment to 
peace and freedom, our compassion for 
the people of the world, and our capac-
ity for multilateral leadership. This is 
the very essence of SMART security. 

SMART security will prevent ter-
rorism by addressing the very condi-
tions which give rise to terrorism in 
the first place: poverty, despair, and re-
source scarcity. SMART will ensure 
America’s security by reaching out and 
engaging in the Muslim world. Instead 
of rushing off to war for the wrong rea-
sons, SMART security encourages the 
United States to work with other na-
tions to address the most pressing 
global issues. 

There is a demonstrated link between 
debt relief and lack of support for ter-
rorism. That is why SMART security 
encourages the world’s wealthy nations 
to provide debt relief and develop-
mental aid for the world’s poorest 
countries. 
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